There's smarties and Smarties in this
housemum's world, writes Suzanne Leal.
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HE inspirational Fred Pawie

(*hust what worn-oit women

need, a housedad who really
performs”, Herald, May 24) has
provided those charged with the task
of managing the house and looking
after the childrenwith a much appreci-
ated precis of the demandsof the job.

The firer taskof a such acareris to

*hang ot in the playground”. The ques-
tinn s, of course, which playground?
Pethaps the open-plan, unsecured play-
ground, backing onto the main street,
towards which the three-year-old is
running while carer atempts to disen-
tanghe one-year-old's legs which have
somehow become twisted around the
slippery dipladder. O the sculpred
plevland of Darting Harbour, where

open-plan, unsecured playground
mieets artificial lake, its dark and appar-
eraly deep wates beguiling apaddling
three-year-old while carer amempes to
disentangle cne-year-old's legs from the

Home totask No2, abizof
houseleaning - “adoddle, given the
dazzling array of cleaning producss
and aid available these days™,

Like Pawle, the children are also
impressed by the dazzling array, The
one-year-cld runs offwith the toilet
brrush, which carer cannot Lzer locate,
while the three-year-old pourstwo
litres of pine-fresh disinfectant down
the toilet and invo his pory.

The ane-year-old, having been
coaxed outside to enable carer towash
kitchen floor, has returned, via the side
door, landing on his back on the wet
floor and bumping hishead on the side
of a cupboard, The registrar thinks
concussion unlikely,

Third task,  spot of supermarket
shopping. Afrer three aisles and the
Incation of nine products (going from
memary, the shopping st having been
left onthe kirchen bench ready to goin
walbetbut forgotten when argument
erupts hesween ane-year-old and
thres-vear-old), all is well until three-
vear-gld needs the tofler. Whichis
outside the supermarket, up the esca-
Lator and to the left, The trolleyisleft
in aishe three as carer, three-vear-old
and one-year-old push past those
queuing in chackout 11, Careris
stopped by security on the way o the
escalztor, “Excuse me, can | check your
bag, please?” Somehow, a packet of
Smarties has made it into carer’s bag
rather than the wolley. Threevear-old
wets his pants while carer endeavours
to explain first to the securiry officer,
then to the checkous supervisor and

finalkyt ﬂummnﬁmahysl'm
shuu?rd;tbepmm:ted or larceny,

[ know where Id put the toilet brush.. .

“T1l give yors the benefit of the doubt
this rime. But we'll be warching you
very closely," saysthe manager, nose
wrinkiing at the stench of urine and
pethaps something else from the one-
year-old, Carerdecides not to retum o
sypermarkst, shandoning the rrolieyin
aisle three.

Home totask four “one of life's great
pieasures” (Pawie, May 24) - preparing
the family dinner. Spaghett
bolognese. Fromseratch, except for
the tinned tomatoes, Three-vear-old
and one year-old are encouraged to
help. Onz-year-old takes a mouthful of
riw mire and spits it on the floor.
While carer cleans up, three-year-old
pours juice for himself and his brother,
partafwhich landsin the bowl of
mince. Once the sauce is simmering on
thie one hotplate thar still works, carer
adds more than the usual amourt of
seasaning to disguise the faint taste of
apple and blackeurrant

The tableis setand allis ready foran

earyand happy fmily dinner. Except
that partner (and father of three-year-
oid and cne-year-old) has missed the
biss. Undeterred and detesmined to
have ahappy family dinner, carer and
three-year-old and one-year-old
dance to Fat Boy Slim (“But Twant
Wiggles™) at first calmly and then, as

hunger and growing fatigue setin,
with increased frenzy undl the three-
year-old trips over, scartering 136
pieces of neathy packed away duple,
bruising his lefteye and wming o cry
to hls - just walked in the door - father

Fettuccing having beenone of the
mime articles [eft in aisle three, the

sauce i3 served with

couscous, part ofwhich the one-year-
ol throws on the floor and at his

the three-year-old and nodessert,

Bath. Bad. Ensugh time to perform
task five on partner returming “nightly
from the coalfacein need of physical
and emotional rejovenation” (Pawie,
May 24).

Things are progressing nicely when,
tothe surprise of returning partner,
carerpulls from under the sheetsa
toilet brush,



