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From award-winning author Suzanne Leal comes a 
gripping timeslip novel inspired by true stories. 

 
Thirteen-year-old Leo Arnold hates his life. He doesn't want a new school, a new house or a new 
family. And he definitely doesn't want to be sharing a room with his new stepbrother, Cooper. 
What Leo wants is to be somewhere else, far away. So when he uncovers an old music box and 
turns the key, Leo is astonished to find himself in Prague, surrounded by whispers and fears of a 
second world war. A war that ended decades ago. 
 
In Prague, Leo meets Ivan, a Czech boy, and the two become friends. But when World War Two 
finally erupts, the unimaginable becomes real and the boys are imprisoned. Fearing the worst, 
Leo and Ivan frantically search for an escape. A search that sends them running. 
 
Running against time. 
 
Running for their lives. 
 
About the Author:  

Suzanne Leal is the author of novels The Teacher's Secret, Border Street and The Deceptions, 
for which she won the Nib People's Choice Prize and was shortlisted for the Davitt Awards and 
the Mark and Evette Moran Nib Literary Award. A senior member of the NSW Civil and 
Administrative Tribunal and facilitator at community, corporate and literary events, Suzanne is 
the host of Thursday Book Club, a relaxed, friendly book club connecting readers online. 
www.suzanneleal.com 
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HarperCollins Publishers Australia & New Zealand is a division of HarperCollins Publishers, the second largest 
consumer book publisher in the world, with operations in 17 countries. With over 200 years of history and more than 
120 branded imprints around the world, HarperCollins publishes approximately 10,000 new books every year in 16 
languages and has a print and digital catalogue of more than 200,000 titles. Writing across dozens of genres, 
HarperCollins authors include winners of the Nobel Prize, the Pulitzer Prize, the National Book Award, the Newbery 
and Caldecott Medals and the Man Booker Prize. In Australia, HarperCollins was originally founded in 1888 as Angus & 
Robertson Publishers – the first (and now, oldest) Australian publisher. HarperCollins Publishers is the home to many 
classic and contemporary Australian literary legends, including Norman Lindsay, Banjo Paterson, Jackie French and 
Emily Rodda, to name just a few. Visit harpercollins.com.au for more information. 
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